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Chequeo Digital: Research Agenda

Research Gap: 
Economic 
literature on 
digital 
transformation is 
concentrated in 
advanced 
economies and 
tends to exclude 
micro firms due 
to lack of data 
(OECD, 2021).  

The problem is that in 
LAC nearly 9 out of 
every 10 firms (90%) 
are classified as micro-
enterprises 
(CAF/OECD, 2019). 

The Research 
Question that 
arises is: does 
digital 
technology 
adoption among 
micro firms vary 
in parallel with 
larger firms, or 
do trends differ?  

The answer is not 
obvious, because 
there is evidence (and 
theory) to back both 
possible answers.  

Research Currently 
Underway: 2023 ESW. 
Tackling the RQ with 
investigate with 3 
sources of data: a 
survey of larger firms 
with an ICT module, a 
directory of SMEs and 
Chequeo data.  The 
results will be useful 
for the current CTI 
MSMEs Digital 
Transformation Loan 
there and for other 
countries in the 
region.  

Future Research: 
which we hope 
to partially 
address in the 
context of the 
same 2023 ESW 
and in the future.

What is the 
relationship 
between digital 
adoption 
between and 
within industries 
and other 
demographics: 
human capital, 
and innovation, 
number of 
employees, age 
of the firm, 
gender of the 
CEO, self-
reported digital 
management 
practices?

What are the 
biggest obstacles 
to digital 
technology 
adoption among 
MSMEs, for 
example: 
managerial skills, 
IT skills, financing 
for new digital 
technologies, or 
just higher 
overall levels of 
education?

Are there 
distributional 
implications (i.e., 
wage gaps by 
gender or skill-
levels) for 
different levels of 
digitalization?

 **This requires 
matching with 
another source 
of  data.

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/the-digital-transformation-of-smes_bdb9256a-en
https://www.oecd.org/latin-america/SME-Policy-Index-LAC-Key-Messages-Brochure.pdf


Gracias!
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